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The Worſhipful Cen, 

The Worſhipful Cem, 
„ oh WARS. e | 
The Reverend Clergy, 
CHURCH of ENGLAND. 


Reverend, and Himoured, Sirs ! "Ty, 
O1 they ſay, Silence gives Conſent; and 


the Biſbop ſhew'd me a civil Reſpect after 
the Sermon, particularly at the Place of 
| Adjournment ; I would humbly hope that I might 
have a favourable Reception, not from the Pulpit 
only, but from the Preſs alſo ; eſpecially tanſider- 
ting how the Clergy was pleas'd to ſpeak Well of it 
to my Face; and ſeveral Intelligent Perſons of the 
Laity did likewiſe ; nay, one of them, with whom 
I had ne'er chang'd one Word before, was pleas'd 
afterwards to Thank me ſetioully for i, atGlocefter. 
But poſſibly ſome might take ſome light Di/esf 
at my fo publickly Urging the frequent Admin. 
ring of Confirmation, and fo confidently Prope- 
ini a Way how to remedy the Omifon thereof; : 
when the Dioceſan is advanc'd in Tears eſpecially : a 
But I approv'd thoſe my Sexriments in the Words 
of Biſhop Nito!/on, and my intended Scheme, by 
intimating That of the late Learned and Pious 
Dr. Iſham, in his Vifitation-Sermon ; Dedicated 
remarkably. to the then Right Reverend Bi/hvp of 
Lichfield and Coventry; now of Worceſter f 25 
| ſevera 


nee, eat and good Names mm | 
Courſe ſheweth) might Be e iH 4 conſe. 
quential Defence — f: Ang the long Omis 
of that oF parry, tacted” Rite and Uſage, ini 
the time of our 12 Viaceſ an great Inſirmity, can 
be nothing It Argument to the contrary : I. 
confeſs it might well grieve one to Obſerve litt 
6 * two N in * ruſh down to partake a ; 
O Nele only 4 mot 
of *em, 1 I 1 84 5 2 I — In. 
ſtanding their Vom, = ſo take ee 1 
. Now this great Inconvenience may, be prevented BY 
for the future, it the Croud and Hurry Ih 10,4) 
ir probably may be, if the Catec mens te Gare: 
fully Inſtructed at the 4 e iche ahd. then . 
11 0 abrick | be well Oe ery'd d by t he C ate, a8 it 4 

ught to be; by brin ging, or Kia I of Sick. . 
neſs, 165 Fading a 15 of the Names of Thoſe 7% 
that e fit to be C together with them, Wh; 
by a neighbour Miniſter ; and if the Curate. be 
dus dt Preſent em to the Biſho op accordingly; 

elr Names being firſt call'd oer by the Chaplain, 
gr the Miniſter. of the Church there. 

"Pray be plgas'd to Recommend, The Exerciſc 
for 2 1 Charity- Schools; explaining. the nature. of 
Confirmation: which I take alſo. to be that late 
7 Author's good Book ; as tis publickly 

prop. 4 by 1 the 12 Bp, of. London; and would 
10 608, the 'Dioceſans would, by their Chaplain, 


555 Ins of them ſtill to each Soul, whom they 
onfirm ;, it being ſo well Explain' for the good 


of themſelves, and the Whole amily, And Biſhop 
(19%, our former Dioeeſan,, remind Af, 5 77 


4 In 7 


: Confemation, DE Catechiſing ill ſoon 
too; 1 the 1 1 enge a Miſchief 
J Church Fills 4 01/1507) 2131 wort 
e w. take. 9 hon the Charge; 
Which Expre 5d Net eh ood Lest againſt 
I =p, ina, nth as they call — but us d ne 
Hieument, as I remember, 5 leaſt ad hominem: 
wall, I ay, now Reaſon with ou from two 
opicks. of Pq : One of which, no Man _—_ £2 
an tell but A. ſel,; and it is the Exemplary, 4 
Pice of our late Biſhop, Frampton, who would not 
ake the Oaßs, yet ne er would forſake the 
4 ; About the Lear 169 3, being then to go 
ll bs Oxford into this Neighbourhood, the late 
Dr. Bailey, (after wards Preſident of Mag- 
| 4h College there) who then would not take the 
Þaths neither, b vet went Conſtantly. to the 
Tolege- Chapel, defird. me to Deliver a Letter to 
Biſhop: Frampton, which I. did; and when his 
arab had read it to himſelf, he ask d me M ha 
„ thought wrote 2hat f Logger: ſaid 8 8 it 
", yas not the DoZox's H a9: WHifing 5 {aid * 
50 de date, it is from. Mr Mr, Dodeel 
00 in fainPer/ade me to Levee 
=P 1 1 is Lora 4p, tho! I Elteem him 
Ky Gu hy Prevail with me to do That: 
© wk great Scholar, Jet no Brea Cofuiſt, 
Thi hing in his Book of 


hank ;. from 
ill Nad id; his Loralhip,. 125 


in, 

1 an ee, is almoſt ended, 
od i ee, in the Seat, ſome 
Pp Ee ; and Sho laſt T 


Tr 

in it, well worth the Explaining; vik. the fir 
Ver ſe of the firſt Pſalm, Bleſſed 5: the Man, &c. 
Nov it is farther to be Remark*d for heir Ul 
never forſake the Chureh, to the Day of his Deat) 
But tho? the Reverend Dr. Bailey Scrupled to tak: 
them during the Life of King James, yet, tho' hi 
was known to be a Learned Divine, afterward 
he did not think himſelf under any Obiipatior tt 
the Pretender ; as the preſent Worthy Preſident 
and the Senior Fellows can teffif3; as allo ho 
Firmly he ſtood to the Statates of the College, x 
the time of our famous Violent Ejetion : ani 
what he ſo did too, he ſurely did upon the Print,” 
Ciples of a Good Conſcience: And now I hearti 
wiſh I could perſwade them in time to follow hi 
Example of Coming to Church; and taking thi 
Oaths allo to the Government. © 
* This ſacred and amicable Re- Amon with th 
Church, and Aſſurance of Fidelity to the Civi 
Government here, I moſt humbly and hearti) 
thus 517 tho for my firm, and, on two 4 
counts, (as ſuch à Miniſter, and, for want of 
better here, as a Magiſtrate, in theſe three Reigui Ml; 
I might truly ſay, my Eminent Adherence to ti 
Revolution; I have not had the Lact to be Co 
ſider'd in the leaſt, by the Government ; tho? ſom 
of the beſt Quality here, have erdeavour'd t 
Aſſure the Roy al Mini ſtry thereof. } * VWT1 
But I would uſe another reaſonable Argomen 
of 'Fa#, with theſe our Diſſenting Brethren, fu 
their Good; to Evince that there can be nothin; 
In the Plea of hereditary Right: If they'll loo! 

4 | We 


%% King's going away, as he « 


fit 


hat 
GOD: and even Biſhop Fiſhes; and Sir Thomas 


Retard II. and if fo, one would think all 


[v1 

e S 188 way greed the 
Own, they will nnd that during the | 
here was no certain Rule of 
gbert, the Firſt Engliſh Monerch , come to the 
rown by it; and then it was no ſtrange thing for 
Parliament to Settle it: nay, after the Conqueſt 


Whey'll obſerve, that Proximity of Blood: was no 
Wore Title to the Throne; and that the next Heir 


as often Excluded, (even Robert Was elder Bro- 
her to Ryu; ) and the Xing in concurrence 
vith his Parliament, was Always thought moſt 


Nuſtly to have Power to Change the direct Order of 


Mon, tho none well in his Wits. can deny, 
ernment, in general, is Deriv'd from 


207, 0wn'd the Parliament o Power in 1m. 
The Civiliam will tell them of two or three 
orts of Succeſſors; and that Thoſe that are term'd 
unctionis Succedanei, have not their Rzzhr: and 
lum from their Predeceſſors: and they know that 
the Crown is nat a bare Inheritance ; but an Iuberi- 


tence accompanying an Office of Truſt. 


cannot. byt think. 
id, was an. Abdica- 
ion as voluntary, as the Reſignation of King 
II. anc Lg 
enough ; or if that Reſignation was not Valid; un- 
der what ſort of Government here in Chareh and 


„And 1 might Suppoſe they 


Le, did They and their Faubers live, till the 


late happy Revolution ?- 


„The Reverend Judges of our Land, will tell 
em, that Chriſtianity. is Parcel of our Laws; and 
nao among them can Conſcientiouſly ſay, that Po- 


50 pery 


% 
* — 
——— — — ear —— 
- *. 


[vt 1] 


is Parcel of Chyihiah3ty; Ilie f aus Gehl 
ae deg Su wine 77 450 file able e 


bub «nor to ſay Thobitry;" in tHEIE wh 

Wuy then ſhould they think them hk 
fake, obliged to lool After the 55 Prefer 
any! more; Who would reer e = remtaty ? 


Athird: Aigumem which ould n 2 
| ly and courteouſſy ger oY , EIN 
from the real Pare e Wh; iy 
lieve the Ning has for our 8 as hb 
Reverend Prove off ON a of Qutehs o—_ 1 F 
it, in one of his /af Sermons 3a - Mais 
And ſureiy they ethos Well eser mee 
confider, *this though indeed tlie We betthe 


ol) yet there's f Difference,” Worth ſp akihg 
N etween the Sub 200 5 N ! A ts," Ex. ha 
cept about tlie Sauren; a 1 fl Jed 4 
their 4% learned Fulberz in 15 that a Re 10 
was the Aſeribiag Vo: Hit to 0 the Bis 1H 
conſidering Diſt 2 Au tha a 


el, ty eg +4; as to His & f e fbnul 
Bein 5 Taftnite'; yet as to 1 2 ples of 2 — 


Being, he is od por he Tdidihs 1 
Com pars 40 ally, not p 9 6 
Fumunmy; and thierefote- his '( fers) 
muſt fl, after the Hale ofi d Bod), Be d 
termin d tò one Plaee t which is not nod on 255 
but in Faven; till be Reſtitution of ul things 
S0 thut Conſabſtamuiabiou hatk nd Srdund in | 
ture, nor Scripture. eee eee ee 
A Way, one might whe? how T 
9K. Parts and Polire te, ſhould lately „ay, 45 ch 


E. can tell he did, he did not underſtand the 
Deity 


L vir ] 

Wu Deity of the Holy Ghoſt was held in the Apoſtles 
Wn Creed ; but I think it enough at preſent to ſay, 
chat the Epither, Holy, doth aſſert his Deity; for 
„che Word Holy, doth not mean the Pure, or 
by 

N 


Sanctiſied, but the Sanctiſying Spirit; and the 
late Learned Biſhop of St. Aſaph will teach them, 
ff that to SaziFify (or Save) is as much the Work of 
an Almighty Agent, as to Make, or Create: And 
Wl Were it needful, one might Intimate another Ar- 
t ile therein, for the certain Proc thereof. 
7 And how Cruel ſoever a rigid Calviniſt may be; 
one would hope for the future he would not hold, 
YM that One and the ſame Rule of Conſcience would 
F ſerve well for all Caſes ; without conſidering the 
99 different Circumſtances. | 
; I would now take this Occaſion to ſay farther, 
ea chat tho” ſome Extraordinary Jealoufies and Fears, 
ju. in the time of the Great Confuſion in this Land, 
might make ſome of their Relations ſtand up too 
br ſoon, or long, for the Liberties thereof; there is 
no Caaſe why they ſhould (of their own Heads) 
now endeavour, as they did in this Place, to /ay 
Aſide the ſad Remembrance thereof, on the Thir- 
tieth of January; as they muſt be Convinc d, I think, 
if they will but peruſe only two of the Rational, 
and Impartial Diſcourſes, by his Grace of Canter- 
bury, and the Right Reverend Biſbop of Briſtol, 
upon that Day; in the preſent and former Reign. 
As to what I preſum'd to mention concerning 
his Grace's deſir d Interceſſion, in Relation to our 
Indigent Clergy; I did not doubt of the reaſonable, 
and affettionate Concurrence of his Grace of Tork 
therein alſo; nor indeed of any truly-zealous 1 | 
| ate, 


[wn] 


late, of our Eſtabliſh'd Church ; nor yet of any on 


Noble Peer, together with Him, Whom I took: 
fair Occaſion to mention with Honour therein; who 
had That of bringing the KING over to his Pept. 

If that Paragraph of the Epiſcopal Charge, which 
ſeem'd to ſome of us to 1 tho" not grant, 
the Pretender might poſſibly be the Xing Son, did 
not then {ay enough againſt his Arrival here, (a 
J would think it did) I hope I have zow ſaid e. 


nough againſt it, even in the learned Mr, HI 


Opinion. | 


The Charge, I remember, Clos'd with an Earne( 


Exhortation to Us all, to ſhew a Sincere Fidelity to 
our Moſt Gracious Sovereign 5 in a juſt Expect at ioiſ 
of his Majeſties Protection of, and as I then 
thought, his Provifional Favour to, the Church 
and all its Miniſtry; as my following Di ſcourſi 
then moſt humbly Importun d, for a truly Chriſtiaſ 


End. I am, 


Reverend and Honoured Sirs, 
Symbridge, ibs 
Oc rob. 25. 
1718. 


Tur moſt humble Servant, 


W. C. 


—— — 
Py —— 


— 
. 


* 
S ERM ON 
Preach'd at 

The Epiſcopal Viſitation, &c. 


— 


1 Cor. iii. 10, 11. 
But let every Man take heed how he buildeth there- 


| upon. Fer other Foundation can no Man lay than that 


7s laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt. 


/ 


HE general and chief End of theſe ſacred Solemnities, 
which have been ever ſince the Primitive times, be- 
ing, as I conceive, to inſtru and perſwade, to ex- 
hort or admoniſh, to reprove or rebuke; rather to 


| prevent than puniſh Offences ; or at moſt ſo to Viſit 'em here, 


that they may not be Puniſbt for ever hereafter : humbly there- 


fore leaving the more particular Matters and Emergencies to the 
Wiſdom and Prudence of our Dioceſaus, I ſhall proceed to en- 
large a little on the Text; only craving leave to Conclude the 


enſuing Diſcourſe with a ſerious Reflection on the preſent ſeem» 
ing ill State of our Church and Miniſtry, in relation to the duty 
of Catechiſing and Confirming of Youth. | 
Corinth, now a poor deſolate Place, under the Turkiſh Yoke 


again, was a vaſt, populous, rich, riotous, wanton City, the 


hief City of all Achaia or Greece, when the Apoſtle happily 
breach d them and their Territories into the Faith; bur his 
ommiſſion being very Large and Unſertled, as the Neceſſities 
pf other Nations requir'd ; when he was gone to Epheſus, at 
at time afiother great Gentile City, he was given then to 
nderſtand, upon the Gomplaint of ſome, and the Enquiry of 
dthers, how uncomfortably things went there again in his 
bſence ; for the Gnoſticks and the Judaixers, with the help of 
he native Infidels, were a rooting up, and pulling down, as 

1 2 4 faſt 


| 121 
faſt as He had planted, and built them up in the Truth: nay, 
they fell to Siding with ſome Teachers more than otHers, even 

admiring Thoſe more than the Founder of their Faith, tho' by 
many Miracles; who by the Arts of their human Eloquence had 

rais'd a ſuddain pleaſing Ferment in their animal Spirits : they 
began alſo to trouble one another with groundleſs, or very 
trifling Law-ſuits, and that before Infidel Judges; to think it 
no harm to eat, if they did not worſhip, in the Idols Temple: 
nay, they began to be om 5 to Diſorders in their own holy 
Aſſemblies; to come unworthily, i.e. unprepared, to the LOR D'S 


Table; and quite to fruſtrate their Feaſts of Charity: to ſay no. 
thing of their not proceeding preſently to the Church's Cenſures 
againſt the Inceſtuous perſon; which lookt as if they were ready 
to Relapſe into their former Fornication again, at leaſt; they were 
in danger alſo of thinking earneſtly of Curious Queſtions, of © 
Science falſly ſo called, of unprofitable Opinions; they were apt 
to admire and value ſome ſpiritual Gifts more than others that © 
rended moſt to their Edification ; as That of Tongues more than 
Propheſying, that is, Preaching the Word, and not tightly to be · 


lieve the Reſurrection: Now theſe Diſorders and falſe and hete- 


rodox Do#rines, which began to be embrac'd by too many of 


'em by the Craft of the Seducers, occaſion'd this firſt large holy 
Letter from our Apoſtle to them; and to put them a little in 
mind of the moſt neceſſary Works of Piety and Charity, (at 
that time eſpecially, when he was to exhort them to a liberal 
Contribution) to the Saints, the poor Convert Fews at Jeruſalem. 
Now theſe Matters being premis'd, we may, I think un- 
derſtand our Text the better for our V/e; in the Firſt part 
whereof the Apoſtle cautions his Corinthians againſt all thoſe 
Diſorders and Diviſions, and enormous DoF#rines, which theit 
moſt ſubtile Seducers, who would ſeem to build on the ſouni 
Foundation, to profeſs themſelves to be a kind of Chriſtians, it 
leaſt upon Occaſion, were teaching, or building 'em up in 
and in the latter part thereof, he reminds them that there ca 
be but One true, proper, ſolid Foundation of their Faith; whic 
he had laid, which is FESUS CHRIST, | 
In this Chapter at the ninth and tenth Verſes, (according t 
the firſt learned Printers Diviſion of the Bible, into ſuch le{: 
Portions) we ſee our Apoſtle, under the good Guidance of t! 
Holy Spirit, makes uſe of two Metaphors, or Figures; the forme 
taken from Agriculture, or Husbandry, that is to ſay, a Wel 
ſown, or Well-planted Field; the latter, which I am no 
more concern'd farther to illuſtrate, from Architecture, or t. 
Art of Building, any Temple, Dwelling, or any other Ho 
for Man's uſe; and as in the former Vaſe he ſpeaks of Him: 


and Apollos as God's Labourers; ſo does he alſo there of th 
Converted Corinthians, as God's Husbandry, as God's Building 


| 131 
And having in the foregoing Part of the tenth verſe Obſerved 
to them, how by the Abilities which God had moſt graciouſly 
Vouchſafed him, he as a ſpiritza/ Architect, or wiſe Maſter» 
builder, had Aut horitatively laid the Foundation, that is, Preach'd 
the Faith, of Chriſt-Crucified ; and alſo, that, as he was then 
inform'd, Others came and builded, or raiſed ſtrange Carnal or 
Uncomfortable Doctrines thereon ; He, as was ſaid, Cantions them 
ſeaſonably againſt thoſe Vain and Evil Opinions ; comparing 
'em to Wood, Hay, Stubble, and the good Orthodox Do#rines, 
to the beſt Metals and precious Stones; ſeverely imply ing that 
thoſe bold Seducing Teachers had need, at their utmoſt Peril, 
to take heed not to bring in any Teuets, or infinuate any Poſiti- 
ons contrary, or any way oppoſite, to the Faith. 
. Tſhall now make but One pregnant Do#rinal Obſervation 
on the Text, viz. That, (there being Mention made of a 
Foundation, and a Building alſo, or Superſtructure, t herein,) as the 
moſt regular, fair, magnifigent Edi fice is but a vain Expence 
a Caſtle in the Air; unleſs it be raiſed on a firm, ſolid an 
ſufficient Foundation, ſo the moſt firm and ſettled Foundation, 
tho' faſtened to the Rock, is, as our bleſſed Lord implieth, 
but Coſt and Labour loſt, a ridiculous Thing ; a Work of no 
uſe, unleſs a convenient and anſwerable Fabrick be Ere&ed 
thereon : In a word, they that will underſtand the Metaphor here, 
in a ſpiritual Senſe, will, without any farther Arguing, if they 
alſo confider well how St. Paul and Sr, James are Diſcourſing, 
as to this Point, ſoon perceive that They are well Agreed ; that 
a Sound Foundation of Faith muſt have a Suitable Superſtructure 
of good Works: So that tho' the Solifidian really believe the 
whole Hifory of the Book of GOD, with all its moſt Myſterious 
Affirmations, and moſt Gracious Promiſes; but will negle& the 
Commands, and forget the Threats, and Sanf#ions thereof; he 
cannot in any good reaſon have any well-grounded Hope of a 
Bleſſing here, or Heaven hereafter : On the other Hand, he 
that knows little or nothing of the Right Faith, how ſhould he 
be Edified in a true Chriſtian Life ? Poor Ignorant Novice, what 
ſhould keep Thee, within the Bounds of Piety and Virtue ! 
. We have been often told of late, that the Light of Nature, 
in the free uſe of Reaſon, (which yet one can't well ſuppoſe, I 
think, without ſome Dawnings of Grace) will, upon Study 
and Contemplation, teach us, that there can be but One firſt 
Cauſe ; and that the Firft Cauſe, the one Creator of all things 
onght to be Worſbip d and Adored by us; that our Parents are 
to be Obey'd and Reverenc'd, that the golden Rule of mutual 
Juſtice is to be Obſerv'd by all, and the like Principles; but the 
Inſpir d Word, if That unwritten would not, yet the written will, 
will teach us yet farther, and better Fundamentals; giving us 
a diſtinct particular Deſcription-of the Creation of the Winks: 5 | 
| s 


| 121 
faſt as He had planted, and built them up in the Truth: nay, 
they fell to Siding with ſome Teachers more than others, even 


admiring Thoſe more than the Founder of their Faith, tho' by \ 
many Miracles; who by the Arts of their human Eloquence had FS t 
rais'd a ſuddain pleaſing Ferment in their animal Spirits: they FX x 
began alſo to trouble one another with groundleſs, or very FT ;; 
trifling Law-ſuits, and that before Infidel Judges; to think it FX 
no harm to eat, if they did not worſhip, in the 1doÞs Temple: « 
nay, they began to be tempted to Diſorders in their own holy e 
Aſſemblies; to come unworthily, i e. unprepared, to the LORD'S FT te 
Table; and quite to fruſtrate their Feaſts of Charity: to ſay no- :| 
thing of their not proceeding preſently to the Church's Cenſures t 
againſt the Inceſtuous perſon; which lookt as if they were ready) 


to Relapſe into their former Fornication again, at leaſt; they were 
in danger alſo of thinking earneſtly of Curious Queſtions, of © 
Science falſly ſo called, of unprofitable Opinions; they were apt © 
to admire and value ſome ſpiritual Gifts more than others that 
rended moſt to their Edification ; as That of Tongues more than 
Propheſying, that is, Preaching the Word, and nor tightly to be- F 
Iieve the Reſurrection: Now theſe Diſorders and falſe and hete- Þ 
rodox Doctrines, which began to be embrac'd by too many of 
'em by the Craft of the Seducers, occaſion'd this firſt large holy) 
Letter from our Apoſtle to them; and to put them a little i 
mind of the moſt neceſſary Works of Piety and Charity, (at ; 
that time eſpecially, when he was toexhort them to a liberal 
Contribution) to the Saints, the poor Convert Jews at Jeruſalem. FF 

Now theſe Matters being premis'd, we may, I think un-F 
derſtand our Text the better for our U/e; in the Firſt pan 
whereof the Apeſtle cautions his Corinthians againſt all thoſe 
Diſorders and Diviſions, and enormous Doctrines, which theit 
moſt ſubtile Seducers, who would ſeem to build on the ſoun! 
Foundation, to profeſs themſelves to bea kind of Chriſtians, at 
leaſt upon Occaſion, were teaching, or building 'em up in; 
and in the latter part thereof, he reminds them that there can 
be but One true, proper, ſolid Foundation of their Faith ; which 
he had laid , which 1s FESUS CHRIST, . 

In this Chapter at the ninth and tenth Verſes, (according tc 
the firſt learned Printers Diviſion of the Bible, into ſuch leſ 
Portions) we ſee our Apoſtle, under the good Guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, makes uſe of two Metaphors, or Figures; the forme! 
taken from Agriculture, or Husbandry, that is to fay, a Wel 
ſown, or Well-planted Field; the latter, which I am no 
more concern'd farther to illuſtrate, from Architecture, or th 
Art of Building, any Temple, Dwelling, or any other Houl 
for Man's uſe; and as in the former Verſe he ſpeaks of Hime 
and Apollos as God's Labourers; ſo does he alſo there of th 
Converted Cerinc hians, as God's Husbandry, as God's Building. 
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And having in the foregoing Part of the tenth verſe Obſerved 
to them, how by the Abilities which God had moſt graciouſly 
Vouchſafed him, he as a ſpiritual! Architect, or wiſe Maſter» 
builder, had A«thoritatiryely laid the Foundation, that is, Preach'd 
the Faith, of Chrift-Crucified ; and alſo, that, as he was then 
inform'd, Others came and builded, or raiſed ſtrange Carnal or 
Uncomfortable Doctrines thereon ; He, as was ſaid, Cautions them 
ſeaſonably againſt thoſe Vain and Evil Opinions ; comparing 
'em to Wood, Hay, Stubble, and the good Orthodox Do#rines, 
to the beſt Merals and precious Stones ; ſeverely implying that 
thoſe bold Seducing Teachers had need, at their utmoſt Peril, 
to take heed not to bring in any Texets, or inſinuate any Poſiti- 
ons contrary, or any way oppoſite, to the Faith. 
I ſhall now make but One pregnant Doctrinal Obſervation 
on the Text, viz. That, (there being Mention made of a 
Foundation, and a Building alſo, or Superſtructure, therein,) as the 
moſt regular, fair, magnifitent Eaifice is but a vain Expence 
a Caſtle in the Air; unleſs it be raiſed on a firm, ſolid an 
ſufficient Foundation, ſo the moſt firm and ſettled Foundation, 
tho' faſtened to the Rock, is, as our bleſſed Lord implieth, 
but Coſt and Labour loſt, a ridiculous Thing ; a Work of no 
uſe, unleſs a convenient and anſwerable Fabrick be Ere&ed 
thereon : In a word, they that will underſtand the Metaphor here, 
in a ſpiritual Senſe, will, without any farther Arguing, if they 
alſo confider well how St. Paul and St. James are Diſcourſing, 
as to this Point, ſoon perceive that They are well Agreed ; that 
a Sound Foundation of Faith muſt have a Suitable SuperſtruFure 
of good Works: So that tho' the Solifidian really believe the 
whole Hiftory of the Book of GOD, with all its moſt Myſterious 
Affirmations, and moſt Gracious Promiſes; but will negle& the 
Commands, and forget the Threats, and San#ions thereof; he 
cannot in any good reaſon have any well- grounded Hope of a 
Bleſing here, or Heaven hereafter : On the other Hand, he 
that knows little or nothing of the Right Faith, how ſhould he 
be Edified in a true Chriſtian Life? Poor Ignorant Novice, what 
ſhould keep Thee, within the Bounds of Piety and Virtue! 
We have been often told of late, that the Light of Nature, 
in the free uſe of Reaſon, (which yet one can't well ſuppoſe, I 
think, without ſome Dawnings of Grace) will, upon Srudy 
and Contemplation, teach us, that there can be bur Ore firſt 
Cauſe ; and that the Firft Cauſe, the one Creator of all things 
ought to be Worſhip'd and Adored by us; that our Parents are 
to be Obey'd and Reverenc'd, that the golden Rule of mutual 
Juſtice is to be Obſerv'd by all, and the like Principles ; but the 
Inſpir d Word, if That unwritten would not, yet the written will, 
will teach us yet farther, and better Fundamentals; giving us 
a difin# particular Deſcription-of the Creation of the 0 of 
| * 


2, 4 
GOD'S wonderful framing of our Body of the Duſt of the 
Earth, and His enriching Man with a Rational, Immortal 
Soul: this akin to the Angels of Heaven, and hat every way 
excelling the moſt exquiſite Piece of Mechaniſm : How very 
Numberleſs are thoſe our Pipes, that Conduit the wital Floud 
thither and hicher, withour Ceafing Day and Night; whoſe 
many Thouſand Extremities, loſt in themſelves and ſpongy 
Glands, exceed not the Hair of our head in Girt; and O the 
Multitude of thoſe (ſmall fine Floud-gates, that refiſt an Ebb of 
Life ! and as to the reedy Threads that, from the Fountain, 
convey the nimble ſpirits for Sence and Motion, tho' the whole 
Maſs of fleſh ſeems to be a ſtupid Lump, we cannor, we know, 
place in the fineſt Needle, but it wounds a Fibre; and the leaſt 
Stabb ſends the quickeſt Unaccountable Notice thereof to the 
Brain, or Head. . 

One can hardly here forbear a Stricture on the Wonders of our 
Eye, or Ear; on the reciprocal Moving of the Lungs, and Heart; 
even on the Aſcent and Progreſs of the Lympha, and even of our 
e- with its various Uſes: but it may be ſoon perverſely ſaid, 
that the Beaſts of the Field, the Fowls of the Air, and the Fiſhes 
of the Sea, are all as curiouſly form'd as Man; and the InſeSs 
much more ſo : But to the Almighty Artificer there's no more 
Difficulty in the Contexture of the minuteſt Fly, than in that 
of the Elephant, or Whale; nor in the growth of an Oak of 
three Hundred Years ſtanding, than of its Acorn ſhedding to 
day; and I dare think the skilful Anatomiſt may find ſomething 

eculiar in the Structure and Furniture of his own Head; and 
tis comparatively more Wonderful to find the Perpendicular 
Central Gravity in his Feet ; whereby Man alone can Stand 
and walk »pright, in View of Heaven. 

Should one Exſpatiate farther hereon, Juſtin Martyr would 
well bear one out; who, as I underſtand, reckons Theſe and the 
like Notices amongſt thoſe that are Neceſſary to be known by 
us: but let us Aſcend from the Creatures here below, through 
thoſe Radiant Counter-moving Orbs, as far as the holy Scrip- 
tures indulge us, to the Creator, GOD Bleſſed for Ever; who 
is an infinitely glorious Spirit; Mind, or Thinking Being; 
eſſentially Immaterial; Eternal, and Everlaſting, Immenſely 
Great, Unchangeable, Inviſible, Incffable, Incomprehenſible, 
Self. Exiſtent, and from Whom all Creatures derive their Being, 
and Preſervation : As to the Divine Attributes, full of all 
Infinite Perfeftions ; of Infinite Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs, 
Truth, Juſtice, Mercy; Omnipreſent, Omniſcient, Ruling 
and Governing all things by his gracious Providence : One 
LORD GOD; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt ; our 
Creator, Redeemer and Sani#ifier: And undoubtedly Adam had 
this Knowledge of the ever-bleſſed Trinity, tho not fo clearly 

| : an 
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and fully Revealed, 28, fince the Incarnation, to Us; as was 
abundantly Prov'd in a former Diſcourſe, from 1 Theſſ. V. 21. 
And now 'tis fit here to conſider the Lord our God, as the 
| Upright Ruler of the World; and how Paradiſe was Loft, and 
Heaven 3 under the Firſt Covenant, made in him with all Man- 
kind; and how It may be now Regain'd, by the Second Cove- 
| nant in Chriſt Jeſus, the laſt Adam; who, in our Text, is In- 
© definitely ſpoken of, as the Foundation of our Faith; and there. 
fore may we ſpeak of Him here in the fulleft Latitude of a Savi- 
bur. The eternal Father authoritatively ſent the Son; the Eter- 
nal Son voluntarily gave Himſelf ; and the Eternal Holy Spirit 
concordantly Reveal d Him to Us : the Son is incarnate, born, 
» © circumciſed, baptiz d, crucified, dead, riſen again, aſcend. 
ted, ſent the Holy Ghoſt, and ever ſitteth on the Right-hand of 
* I the Throne of Grace and Glory: was and is our Prophet to 

Teach us; was and is our Prieſt, (Aaronical and Melchixede- 
r I chian,) reſpeQively, to Sacrifice Himſelf, to Bleſs, and Inter- 
3 I cede for us; was and is our Xing to Rule and Reign in our 
r I Hearts, and to deſtroy our Enemies, Sin, Satan and Death, and 
I, Wo bring us (by the Operation of his holy Spirit) to everlaſting 
% I Glory in the next Life. | 
's The bleſſed Angels, who did not fin, ſtand yet in need of 
e Wa Head, and Mediator of their Confirmation, as we of Redemp- 

tion: and at the Day of Judgment, the Fall of the Angels that 


f Wiinn'd, will be to Them, what Death, without true Repentance, 
o will be to Us; a ſad State of Damnation, without Change or End. 
Ss And now how ſhould the Touth be well Inſtructed and Edified 
1G (eber being as the Theorem, this as the Problem) in the plain- 
ar Weſt Principles or Fundamentals of the Faith, and Religion they 
id Ware to Profeſs, but in the good old Way ; by the Uſe of Do#rina! 
Queſtions and Anſwers, (not by a long, continued, imme- 
Id Wthodical Diſcourſe, one day on This, the next on another 
he Wubje&, ) as, you know, the Church. Catechiſm requires; in 
by order to their Confirmation. | : 
gh Now, inſtead of Enlarging here on Thoſe many Heads or To- 
p- icks, which Experience will ew will require two or three 
ho Wears Catechetick Labour, ſtill, well to prepare the Touth for 
* onfirmation : T ſhall, as I have undertaken, Cloſe the foregoing 
ely ef Diſcourſe with a large and ſerious Reflection on the ſeem- 
le, ng ill State of our Church and Miniſtry, with regard had to the 
g, atechixing, and Confirming of Youth. | 
all Several of the greateſt Lights of the Reformation, as well as 
ls, Wc Ancient Fathers, and even ſome of the firſt and beſt Guides 
ng f the Religious Societies abroad, who unwillingly want Epiſ- 
Ine pa! Government, have well approv'd the Office of Confirma- 
ur ion, (tho' the Diſſentcrs here have had it in Contempt enough) 
— hether it be of Apoſtolical Inſtitution, or Eccleſiaſtical . 
r | ut 


161 
but I has been in Uſe, no doubt, even from the Apeſiles time; 
as the Canon declares. : inn | 
And the chiefeſt Fathers and moſt eminent Paſtors of This 
and our Siſter Church (not to mention many of thoſe Abrot 
alſo) have often Expreſs'd their Concern,withGrief, upon the too 
too General Neglect or Diſuſe of Carechizing of Youth ; and the 
good Primate thereof did it very Emphatically in his Sermn 
even before the King (1624) wiſhing earneſtly that his (then) 
Majeſties pious Order for Catechizing, diligently, were every 
where duly Obſerv'd. ' The learned and pious Author of the 
Pract᷑ical Catechiſm, in the next Reign, when the Church-Cate. 
chiſm, Common-Prayer, and the Epiſcopal Government wen 
moſt unlamfully, as well as unjuſtly laying aſide, in that wretchel 
Seaſon of Civil Confuſion, and wild Enthuſtaſm, he ſtood upboldly 
in Defence of our preſcrib'd Form of Catechiſm, as well as our 
Prayers and Church-Government, (which have been all ſo won. 
derfully Twice reſtor d to us,) and ſome time after that good 
King was Murt her d, (who was ſtrictly Catechix d, and open 
and ſolemnly Confirm'd in his Huth) and the Church - Miniſiy 
deſpoyl d. and filenc'd, or forc'd into Baniſbment ; the Authy 
of The whole Duty of Man, then ſent hither that good Book, re. 
membring and pitying our deſolate Sion; and therein juſtl 
Complains that Multitudes of his Tounger Brethren, for want d 
Catechizing, underſtand no more of Ehriſt and his Goſpel, than 
if they were living in ſome heathen Land. | 
[Nay 'tis notorious that the Civiliz'd Heathens were very di. 
ligent in the Education of their Children, according to the bel 
of their Knowledze, in their Morality, And no doubt the P. 
triarehs both before and after the Flood, till the general Decay, 
each time, of the Belief of the Myſtery of the Incarnation, hal 
their Muth carefully Inſtructed in the Faith, and moſt probably 
in the Doctrine of the ſeven Precepts of the Sons of Adam and 
Noah, the ſuppos'd traditional Rule of their Worſbip\and Man 
ners, before the Writing of the Law by Moſes. And it will be 
more ſeaſonable anon to mention how They were all alon! 
Inſtructed under the Law.] | NIN 
Our Dioceſan next after the Reſtoration of our Church an 
State, entertains our Hearts, you know, with a moſt pathetic 
Eloquence, upon the ſame Subje# of Catechizing of Youth, it 
his pious Introduction thereto: And, not to trouble you, m 
Brethren, with the Mention of any more at preſent, let me o 
ly Obſerve how a late Learned Prelate of our Church, who 4: 
areſsd his Dioceſe with a farther Explication of our Excellent 
Catechiſm, would never, as I think I am well told, once ſuffa 
It to be juſild out of the Church at Evening Service, on tl 
LORD'S-Day, during the whole Courſe of his Miniſtry, in thi 
great City of this Land. | . SY ua ens 1 
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mez Nor, by the way, was the Pulpit- Prayer meant to Exclude, ot 
' Wecpreciate, any of our excellent preſcribed Forms of Prayer fore 
74; (&oing : So ſhould it give ſome Countenance (as it may be the 
eng ones have done,) to the ſuddain, or ill-prepar'd Efuſſous of 
| nf perverſs Minds. 15 | 4 | 
1 che And now Lam not aſham'd to tell how I have Conftantly Imi- 
„mon tated that his good Example of Catechizing, theſe many years; 
and with ſuch Succeſs that my elder Bret hren, of quick Apprebenſion 
very Nenou h in any ſecular Affairs, have freely acknowledg'd, that the 
f the Curse of Expounding of, and Examining in It, by familiar 
Nate. Docfrinal Queſtions, hath made known to them many neceſſary 
were Points, of our Chriſtian Faith and Religion, which they under- 
gehe ſtood not at all before; and they that will conſtantly make uſe of 
ay he like Mer hod of Inſtruction, will find it may coſt them as much 
- our aint at leaſt, as Compoſing any Continued Diſcourſes, or Sermons ; 
end whereas This is not then requir'd of us, the Laws both of 
_ [Church and State would Oblige us to That ; and this Courſe of 
nh Catechizing will beſt and ſooneſt furniſh Us and the People with 
the practical Knowledge of a ſufficienr Body of Divinity. 
1% And the good Primate, but now mention'd, in his Diſcourſe be- 
„ fore the King at that time, ſaith expreſly, Great Scholars may think 
uit ſtands not ſo well with their Credit to ſtoop thus low in teaching 
nt of theſe Rudiments, and firſt Principles of the DoSrine of CHRIST; but 
they ſhall find that to lay this Groundwork rightly, to make the 
People underſtand theſe Myferies, of their Faith in ſome goed 
Meaſure, will put them to the Trial of their Skit; and the Neg- 
lecting of This, ſaith He expreſly, is the Fruſtrating of the whole 
Mork of the Miniſtery: and faith our Apoſtle, According to the Grace 
of God which is given unto me, as a wiſe Maſter-builder, I have laid 
the Foundation ; And tho? his Expreſſion, fra x du wnyiov , 


| be rendred bythe general Word, Teaching, yet it implies Inſtruction 
by Examination ;- and jt has been well Obſery'd to Us of this Dio- 
ceſe . that the learned Grammarian has rendred it by 
orxodbuice 5 that is, you know, Edifying; or bringing up of Toth, 
or any. Ignorant Perſon, in the True Religion. 


But it will now be ſaid or thought how Vain and fruitleſs it 
is to make Complaints; to obſerve any Symptoms of 'Diſeaſes or 
222. and not to provide any Remedies thereof; I ſhall now 
therefore Obſerve the greateſt ſeeming Olſtructions of this moſt Ne- 
ceſſary Duty of Catechizing, or Training up of Youth ; and then 
propoſe ſome Reaſonable ways and means of removing thoſe Im- 
pediments ; tho' I know well the firſt ProjeFors generally Miſcarry, 
and paſs Unpitied ; and in ſacred Matters, in a Sceptical age, mult 
look to be deem'd Pragmatical, or very Unſeaſonable, at leaſt. 

The firſt Obftru#ion then that I ſhall remark of this great 
Chriſtian Duty, ſeems to be, tho' Unwillingly, on our Spiritual 
Nor Fathers part, ſome times at leaſt ; the next Impediment is on the 

part of many of my 8 and the laſt on Tn of dar 
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Brethren of the Laity; but neither will I charge them culpzby i 
till the Ob/ſtru#ions may be in part remov'd ; bur leave it to even 
ones Conſcience to do for the beſt in the mean time. 7 
As to the Obſtru#ion thereof on the part of our Spiritual Father, 
it is ſeemingly for want of frequent and due Confirmation : Wer 
Confirmation, ſaith That our former Dioceſan, in frequent Uſe, ani 
reſtor'd to its original Purity, (not us d without the Curate's aſſu. i 
ring the Dioceſan of the Preparedneſs of the Catechumens,) many 
Benefits would from thence enſue ; the firſt whereof there reckon d 
up, is, Catechizing ; which the Biſhop there ſaith would, there, 
be brought in Uſe. and Eſteem ; then ſome would not run Unpr. We 
pared, nor Others »egle# to come, as it is too too Uſual, . x 
2. Now ſince Confirmation Cannot well be in that frequent Uſe, by 
reaſon of the largeneſs of the Dieceſet, and the Dioceſans Parliz. 
mentary and other Lawful Avocations, elpecially when they groy 
in Years, (as was our Caſe too long of late,) and a Reverend Di. 
wine, of our Church, now in Bliſs, about two ſeven years 290 
in a like Di fer openly propor'd a Remedy in general, by the men. 
tion of Chorepiſcopi; which yet Ine er knew one word of, till after 
I had humbly fram'd a Scheme, in remedy thereof, in all its Par. 
#iculars, without any one Inconvenience of the former Suffragan 
here; and which the Canon ſeems to countenance ; and no way 
in the leaſt interfering with the Epiſcopal Authority, which we 
juſtly hold to be Apoſtolical; and I reverence: accordingly : and 
ſince good Interpreters, both ancient and modern, and even ht 
that was ſo forc d, as he ſeriouſly thought, to reform their Church, 
without Epiſcopacy, has heartily Approv'd the Rite and Ceremony of 
Epiſcopal Impoſition of Hands, in this Matter; it may be, from 
Heb. vi. 2. (tho' I do not think that any manifeſt Proof of it 45; 
viii; about St. Peter and St. John's going down to Samaria, to 
Lay their hands on Thoſe that Philip, the Deacon, had there Boy 
tis d: which was rather to Confer Extraordinary Gifts on ſome 
than common Graces on them all;) we muſt Eſteem it to be a mo 
Ancient Chriſtian Rite and Cuſtom, as Dr. Hammond ſaith ; in 
Imitation of the Apoſtles ; rending much, as he declar'd, to Edi. 
fication ; If therefore our Dioceſan ſhall at any time vouchſafe to 
require an Account of what I would humbly Propoſe. therein, with 
5 to the better Judgment of my Superiors, it ſhall be hum- 

ly vielded, by way of Remedy of this ſuppos d Obſtruct jon. 
The next Impediment of Catechizing of Youth, is on the Paſtor 
part; it being now grown into too General a Deſuetude : but I am 
not going on to Cenſure my Brethren in the groſs, (tho' I have 
given them another Example) till one manifeſt Obſr«uFion be re- 
mov'd; which, I think hath, in part, caus'd or occaſion'd the 
too great Diſuſe thereof, | | only md 01 

I have Inſtanc'd in one Celebrated Pariſh-Miniſtsr, who would 
never, tho' he had a numerous Congregation, ſuffer any Sermon or 
Lecture to Juſtle the Catechiſm out of his Church; and what has 
been done in one of the greatelt Congregations in out great Cin, 
2 . may 
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F 
y furely be done likewiſe, in any other Fopulonf Place what: 
rer: and what ſhould hinder it in any Rural Congregation ; Nay, 
Wn any more Popnlous Place, on the Litany-days , after Prayers, a 
WT cechetick Expoſition by their own Paſtor, might be much more 
BB -neficiol to the Touth than the Deſultory Led ure; which only brings 
ee out-living Minifter thither, to be heard, commonly, by a few 


N f his friends, or Relations only. 


= Now all ill 3 are firſt ſomew hat ſcandalous, and then 
ery infectious; and as to the great Neglect of Catechizing, be. 
zuſe ſome Paſtors, who are unwillingly Oblig'd to attend on two 


.es, have thereupon thought they need not ſo Inſtruct the Youth 


It eit her of them: Others, who have had but one; have been thereby 
Induc'd, without Conſidering the Matter aright, to lay it Afide 
Vo; finding that the People allo are generally better pleas'd there- 
y: but the Jewiſb Church had their Youth carefully Catechix'd; 
Ind in the Primitive times they had a peculiar Officer, ſty1'd the 
Fatechiſt, who was to Inſtruct and Examine the new Converts ; 
? d we are all Oblig'd, you know, at each Baptizing, to remind 
the Sureties to bring their Child to the Biſbop to be Confirm'd by 
Win, as ſoon as he (or ſhe) is Inſtructed in the Church Catechiſm : 
lich ſome may be apt to think little Abſurd, as things ſtand ; 
Eſpecially, atleaſt, where the Paſtor, who hath ts Curesy ſeldom, 
r never, once Inſtructs them therein. TW 1 
$ But it may be well Objected, How can it well be otherwiſe 2 
pr ſince the Court took from the Church, or the religious Houſes, 
hs they were intended) as they did; there are, for ought I know, 
ut very few' leſs than two Thouſand Cures, that cannot fingly 
aintain the Curate with leiſure enough to Inſtruct them: fo 5 
ter the better part of ones Portion is ſpent at one of the firſt, 
nd ſecond Seminariet of good Learning and ſound Religion, the 
udent may return light home, and with GOD's good Leave enter 
to hit Harweſt; and in ſo Many places not be able; by all his 
ains,) to w in a mean Competency, but by ſo Underiaking more than 
| | 
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y one can well Perform. o nl at eee 1 
It is not now iti be Expedted, nor fit for them to engage in any 
centrick Occupation ; nor yet over Juſt for them to withdrav 
om the neighhoufing Pablick School:; and it is well known, that 
e Jewiſb Church was much better provided for than the Chriſtian 
at this rate: nay, both the Bopiſh and Proteſtant Schiſmaticks 
tter reward, and more teſpect, their erting Teachers, generally : 
ut if indeed, neither; th (orty:; Artiſce of Withholding, nor of 
ithdrawing of the Tithes, not any later waſting Modus hath 
uch impair'd the Benefice,, the eneſici aries may ſtill bear up, ob- 
oxious only to the Eu uiou: Cenſures of ſome. Evil Hearts; but if 
ther of Thoſe ways hath abated it below a Competence, the pious 
Kcumbent, all his Pains notwithſtanding, if there Reſde not ſome 
bief Perſons there, of a pious, juſt and virtuous Character, muſt 
ok to be Oppor'd at leaſt, in every thing almoſt, by ſome Covetous, 
ll-condition'd, Teoman, from on day of his Induct im, ta mw 
4 n 2 0 
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of his Deatb; And who then can there expect any good Ci,, 
Inſtructiom among them 7 rot „ 7 
- Now or never then would I prefurne to Expoſe my Heart an; 
Mind a little farther yer, by thus Addreſſing ſeri ad ſeaſon, 
ably our preſent Right Reverend Dioceſan, his Ma jeſties Lord. 4, 
moner, td conſider the Condition of out Indigent Biethren fo far, u 
to Jay hold on the firſt good Opportunity of Speaking; together wit 
his Grace, to the K FNG for them; and we have gnod Cauſe t 
hope, that Noble Perſonage who imparts an Honour to this Place, con 
ſidering what: that Pion? Family did formerly, would moſt GW 
ron joyn new, in this fo truly and ſurely Good a Deſig “ 
There has been much faid about her late Pious: Majeſty's Bm 
to them: but alas! it will never near do this good Biefineſs effectu We 
ally, unleſs the King be ſo a Nurſing Fat her to the Church alſo; . 
I will, by eafy Arithmetick, humbly undertake to Demonſtrate, the WE 
the Tithe of what the Crown hath ſo had from che Church, (th 
they (old great Penyworths) even ſince the beginning of the 8. 
formation, the Tenth part thereof, I ſay, fappoſing but a very We 
derate Intereſt, would completely Effect this juſt and pious Den 
for the Good of ſo many Thouſands of Soul-, now and for EVA 
O ler not hir reaſonable Propoſal, which is thus moſt hun) We 
made, cum DEO, as I truſt, be faid to be Unſenſonable; or Unprati 
cable, by reaſon of the Times, or I'know not Hhat! The Fil 
King of the $ax015, the Firſt; of the Heptarchy, thar-rurn'd Chriſtin, 
ſoon became both a good Parron of; and a Benefafor to, the Chun 
and his Royal Succeſſors did likewiſe 35 and Can any one of Us thit 
now our Moſt Gracious King will Dsgeneratt therein? No : I have 
Self-ſeeking in what I ſay: And lateſt Poſftericy will farely 8 
him, as well as Al the Church of rh. Day! yr | 

Of the ſeveral Church-Livings, in the Diſpoſal of the Crown, 
this Dioceſe, and of all the reſt th whole'Land, mi 
we ſuppoſe, likewife, not above Half of them appear to be i 
Half a very mean Competency for the Paſto thereof s And I woll 
not now think any one would be of a Levelling Hamour, of 1 
way fo Baſe as to Endeavour ro ObSru# fo good and Pablick 20. 
Ex, by artfully ſuggeſting, that the Impropriations' might do 

Thing; fince they by Purchaſe, failure of fe,” dad orherwil 
are now mevitably paſs'd into many other, both Branches and 
milies, upon à valuable Confideration. And what Hurt or Hs 
could this mean 'bounreous Conceſſion be to the Crown? and fre 
which ſo many Ble ings would derive upon tt, from the wii 
Church and Miniſtry thereof; then alſo a 2008 Benefice muſt blu 
to pinch the Curares Then might we ſ6 well hope to ſee 2h 
the careful Inſtrudion of auth, in Chris Religion every whe! 
as in the time of Old: when the Carholith Church would not / 
mit any one into Church- Memberſpip, that was pleas'd' ro run N 
in the vain and evil, the UnſanQified, and Unjuſtifying Con 
of (what they call) Free. Thinting now; nor any Seriprurclt 


The 


Deiſt or Slf-fulficient Socinian. 


| fn]. 
There is yet a Third kind of aden of the Catechetick In. 
firuftion of Youth, inthe Principles of ile DoAvine.of Chrift, and that 
is on the People : part, who mofily, I doubt, do love to have it ſo: 
Ask we ſome of the prove Sort of our Bresben, why they are not 
more careful in ſending their Children to Churrh on this gwd Boſe 
neſs, they are feady to complain uf want of good Cloarby z but I 
tell them God looks on the Heart, and in the more populous K 
ſorts, the Chority- Schools help well to filence hem therein; nud on 
the Litam - Days there, as hath been ſaid, they may be b under 
their reſpective Paſter , Examination, and Inſtructios. N 
But the truth 1s, the greater Obſtruttion of this Enjoined ani 
moſt Godly way of 1 of ur, is on the part of thofe of 
the Higher or Richer fort : hut w from art old Canon of our 
Church, which ſeems to Privilege Neblowen's Sons ay to the Manner 
of their Schooling, would I try to borrow. the like Indulgemes for 
the Sons and Daughters of ſuch a Degree, or Condition, or ſo Re- 
puredy as would rather Obtain a Licence for them to ſtay wick! At- 
rention, in their Seats, when others ſhould ſtand forth, during the 
time of their Catechetical Inſtruction. 425 enn 
I have now done with the main ſeeming Obſirufim of the great 
Duty of Catechixing, and the moſt probable: Remedies thereof: the 
ft of which Obſftru#ione , for wane of ſuch Confirmation's. That 
intimated Scheme would remove; without any farther Experice, 
Trouble, or Hurry, ot the leaſt Irreverence towards the Diose- 
ſans; as the ſecond would be remov'd by Thar his Majeftie's moſt 
reaſonable Bounty; and the third by ſuch a juſt License from the 
Conſiſtory-Conrt : and now hoping all the wiſe and good Part of 
this large. Audience, will excuſe my well meant redious Zeal; 1 
ſhall but little regard the Cenſaret of any Maleuslent Tongue, if 
the pious Proje# take Effect: So ſhould neither Papiſt, nor Bapriff, 
— any vther Se3ary' robb our Flock, now and then, 4s they 


To ſee a vain, gay; heady Dash; bred up only in the Art and 
Modes of adotning, carrying, and defending the Body, void of 
the Principles of the Doltiine of CHRIST'; towering in empry Con- 
ceits, and the fond and evil Devices and Deſires of his own Heart; 
yerflining,” and vaprame, in hie Yarbus willing Humare, an 
giddy Af et#i0ns.5- mt lengeh hesrtily Bug ag's in ſome Profaae, or 
Heretical, Venereal or Bacchanal Converſation; Wbat can be 
more Uncomfortable, or Mittive to the Parents or Friends of ſuch a 
Youth, if eſpecially his Miſcarriage be their Neglect of a Pious and 
virtuous Education? Old Eli, tis ſuppe d, was a Well-meaning 
Man ; but the Prieſt, and the Tudge eſpecially, ſhould have re- 
Krain d his Sons : but the Prophet gamuel's Sons, who was alſo 
Prieft and Judge too, were not like to their holy Father; in Piety. 
| J uſtice, or Goodneſs, but let 2. Teach and Do the beſt we can Be- 

We,. 
At the Age that the Jews oblig'd their Children to more ſolemn 
Prayer and Faſting, and the Keeping of the Law, in to = 
ran ] 


1121 
Branches eſpecially, at bat Age have I:requir'd the Catechumin; 
the Sons one days and the Daughters II to attend to cht 
Instruction, till the End of three Years, when the later Canorex. 
pets them at the Sacrament, after their Confirmation: and I dare 
Here ſay, all Thoſe Tam concern d for, are now fitted for it, having 
ſtill Experiene 4 their Laudable Anſwers in that ſpace of Time, 
throughout the Whole Catechiſin, not thinking it enough to hear 
the Little ones Parrot it o er at Lent, and thereby Elude that Ar. 
ticle of Viſtatis. | 38-009 Wi 
And the Way that I have conſtantly -us'd, tends not to any 
kind of Oſtentation, as That of the New. fangled Directory did, 
when Two or Three in Twenty, of better Natural Parts than 
others, ſhould give their Anſwers, and the Reſt ſtand Speechleſi, 
but my ned Queſtions, with Scripture Proofs, being only to 
be Affirm'd, or Deny d, ſcarce Two in Twenty ever once Anſwer 


And doubtleſs the thus Inſtructing the more Adult Believers in 
the Fundamental Doctrines of CHRIST'S. Religion, and their fo 
1 them their Baptiſmal Vow, is as the moſt Ancient, 
(as the Second Gann. ſhews) ſo the beſt way of Collecting 
Church. Members, and the freeing their Sareties, whoſe Promiſe is 
Obligatory, if the natural Parents die, or are negligent. - i 
But poſſibly after all, it may be Suggeſted that what has now 
been Openly ſpoken, might have better been Whiſper'd at an- 
other Time and Place, but being now in'Zears, and in the Deca- 
nal Office here, I would humbly hope It may be as publickly Yindi- 
cated, as it has been Deliver'd, for a good Chriftian End. ' 
I ſhall Conclude all with Reminding you, m Brethren, that On: 
day we muſt give Account to the Chief Shepherd, and Biſbopiof- our 
Souls; that the dumb and drowſie Watchmen ſhall ſadly Auſwer 
hen for the Blood of Thoſe that periſh through. their Neglect; and 
that yet the People, as the Prophet ſaith, the Wicked ſhall die, or 
periſh, alſo; in their Iniquity; if they will not heed the :Word,"and 
thereby Examine themſelves, whether they be in the Faith, and 
lead a Chriſtian Lift anſwerable to their Belief. N N IE 
LI | + N 9 14746 BF ; IS 8 

To the Holy, Bleſſed, Glorious Trinity. our Creator, Redtewer, 
and San#ifier; be all Ho Glory now, and for Ever. 
more. Amen. | A 5 L299 L350) 
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Ire great Daty of Catechizing is plainly Znjoin'd 
| by God himſelf, both in the Old and New Teta. 

: ment ; and Was always practic'd by Prous Men. a And 
the grand Enemy of Chriſt's Religion, Julian the Apo- 
ate, being ſenſible of the Het thereof, ſolemnly 
Wforbad that way of Iuſtruction,; as the belt means that 
Inis Deuiliſb Wit could invent to deſtroy the Charch. 
Jon the other hand Fegefeppus reports, that nothi 
iended ſo much to the Sz/encing the Superſiitions Opin. 
Jens of the Heathen, as the Catecbhe tick way of In. 
ſruction. And nothing now, as the foregoing Sermon 
Wſheweth, ſo much Obſiructs it, as the poor /ncambent's 
being to ſerve uo Cures for a Competency ; and ſo he 
Catecbiſeth neither of em. | 
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Would that good Old Senator had liv'd to this Rega; 
ho us d to ſay, It was no great Vonder there ſhould 
be ſcandalous Miniſters, whilſt there are ſo man 

candalous Benefices ; very many of them being muc 
% than the Exciſe-man's Allowance. And I humbly 
f hink this Diſcourſe hath intimated a juſt and eaſie 
Remedy of that Obſirut7ion. 
The Neuss. Paper lately mention'd an odious Level- 
Wing Projec, to help the Poor Yecars ; But Magna Charta 


Vill tell chat Inconſiderate Man, that the Tights and 


d Liierties, which muſt imply the Revenues, of this 
 {vbole Church, are thereby intended, in a molt religious 
ay of Sanction, to be Eſtabliſb a, in general, and in 
m Particular, for ever. And I am told, by one that could 


ell, that our Epiſcopal Church- Government, is ſettled 
P y no leſs than Thirty Three Acts of Parliament, with 
: [a7 of the Union. $ | 

: And ſo I bid hat Projector, Farewel. 
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